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their identity was fortunately not discovered August he conducted them as far as Brusse their way back to Dresden, and together visited Fontainebleau, Orleans, Bourges, his n loved Tours, Blois, Rotterdam, La Hague, Antwerp. At Brussels they were met b] Georges Mniszech, who took charge of the Countesses in Balzac's place. The latter obliged to write afterwards to the Cour apologise for his cold good-bye, and to e^ that he had been forced to assume indiffei because he feared a complete breakdown i he sternly repressed all appearance of feeling.
However, he was not away for long from Ma Hanska, as he spent from September 20tl October 4th with her at Baden-Baden, wher had been ordered for a course of the waters, time there was the happiest in his life, as it se to him that he could now plainly see a pi of the future, which he prayed for and dre of in the midst of his crushing work.
On October 16th, 1845, he left Paris again Madame Hanska, her   daughter, and prospe son-in-law at CMlons, and started with the] their Italian tour.    It took a day to travel by from Chalons to Lyons,  and another day t by boat from Lyons to Avignon;  but the flew for Madame Hanska and Balzac,  who engrossed all the way in delightful talk, arrived at Marseilles on October 29th, and s1 for two nights at the Hotel d'Orient, where Ba